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STATEMENT ON THE 8TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
2016 ARBITRAL AWARD ON THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

MANILA 12 July 2024 — The Department of Foreign Affairs joins the
nation and the international community in commemorating the eighth
year of the promulgation of the 2016 Arbitral Award on the South
China Sea. The Award is a testament to our unwavering commitment
to the rule of law and the peaceful settlement of disputes. Over the
years, the [’hilippines has continued to demonstrate this commitment
to peace even in the face of the unlawful actions which have caused
serious incidents in the South China Sea, without ever diminishing our
resolve to protect and promote our people’s interest and the full and
responsible enjoyment of our legally settled maritime entitlements and

its accompanying rights and jurisdictions.

This determination has only been strengthened by the broadening
affirmation of the legal value of the Award as a positive and legitimate
source of international law. We are encouraged by the expressions of
support made by other States that confirm the final and binding status
of the Award, including the G7’s consistent reaftirmation that ic is a
significant milestone and a useful basis for the peaceful management

and resolution of differences at sea.
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Further, the Philippines welcomed the International Tribunal for the
LLaw of the Sea (ITLOS) Advimr}f Opinion on Climate Ch:mgf:, which

cited the Award as authoritative in l{c}f parts of the ruling, with

mulciple States or groups of States rcﬁ:rcncing the Award as legal
uurlmriz}f in their 1*c5p¢3ctix-'e oral and written statements. und{:rﬁcnring

its unassailable status as part of the corpus of international law.

The Award is a reaffirmation of the United Nations Convention on

the Law of the Sea and protects our rights as a coastal state and a

sea ';u*ing peo hle. Ever}f effort to secure our ]:—:gitimurc INterests 1 our
maritime domain is a testament to the determination and courage of
the Filipinm pEGPlE’, while showcasing the Philippincs’ vision of peace
and 5ta1bi|it}f that inspircﬁ and resonates lﬁ)C}-’ﬂl"ld the waters of the

South China Sea.

With our national interest and sovereign 1*ight5 in mind, the
Philippines will move forward to chart a course anchored on peace,

security and prosperity in our region. END
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